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Natural disasters push ordinary gender disparities to the extreme--leaving women not only to deal with a catastrophe's
aftermath, but also at risk for greater levels of domestic violence, displacement, and other threats to their security and
well-being. Elaine Enarson presents a comprehensive assessment, encompassing both theory and practice, of how
gender shapes disaster vulnerability and resilience, focusing on the United States.

"Outstanding.... Compelling and insightful. This book will become a classic in the disaster literature."--Lori Peek,
Colorado State University"One of Enarson's primary aimsisto combat stereotypes about women in disasters and to
highlight the multitude of ways that their contributions are essential . .Over six chapters she masterfully does so .
.Enarson argues that placing an understanding of gender, race, and class at the center of disaster prevention and
response is necessary for what she calls "transformative organizing” . . Enarson does an excellent job of bringing
together the sparse research on women and disasters in the United States.” Megan Reid. American Journal of
Sociology, 118/ 3 (2012), 840-842."[Enarson]discusses the unexamined assumptions that underpin researchon and
management of disaster risk. . . [She]writes her book with scholars as well as responders in mindand, thus, makes
recommendations for being proactive and gender sensitivein reducing vulnerability to disaster. Kristen Barber,Signs:
Journal of Women in Culture and Society 38(3): 763-767.From the AuthorElaine Enarsonis an independent scholar
based in Colorado, a co-founder of the Gender and Disaster Network, and founder of the US Gender and Disaster
Resilience Alliance.



