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Philanthropy, and Civil Society (Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies):

This volume, which grows out of a research project on women and philanthropy sponsored by the Center for the Study
of Philanthropy at the City University of New Y ork, expands our understanding of female beneficence in shaping
diverse political and religious cultures. Each contributor examines the role of philanthropythe giving of time, money,
and/or valuables for public benefitin shaping nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), civil society, and womens
political culture worldwide. The essaysin Women, Philanthropy, and Civil Society illustrate the extent to which
government, the market, religion, colonialism, and feminism have shaped the role of female philanthropy and
philanthropistsin different national settings. By shifting the focus from organizations to donors and volunteers, the
authors assess the relative importance of each of these factorsin creating opportunities for citizen participation, as well
astherole of female philanthropy in opening a space for women in the public sphere.

"Thisisan unusually successful and valuable collection of essays, without the usual randomness and incoherence of
the genre. The writers, part of a project on women, philanthropy, and civil society at the editor's Center for
Philanthropy at the Graduate Center of the City University of New Y ork, worked with a common set of hypotheses.
This enabled them to grapple with (roughly) comparable analytical themes (although of course the tranglation across
culturesis not perfect). The authors are extremely well chosenalmost all are primarily scholars, though many are also
philanthropic and feminist actors in their home countries. They include such estimable figures as Susan Chambre
(USA), Leilah Landim (Brazil), Per Selle (Norway), and Ghada Hashem Talhami (Palestine/USA). One of the great
strengths of the volume isits focus on the Muslim experience. McCarthy has a brief but very useful introduction,
which sums up the general findings about the significance of women's organizations, entrepreneurship, and
volunteerism for the construction of civil society in recent history. An admirable addition to the publisher's series on
philanthropy.” S. N. Katz, Princeton University, Choice, March 2002 (S. N. Katz, Princeton University Choice 2002-
01-00)About the AuthorK ATHLEEN D. MCCARTHY is Director of the Center for the Study of Philanthropy and
Professor of History at The Graduate Center of the City University of New Y ork and author of Women's Culture:
American Philanthropy and Art, 1830-1930; Noblesse Oblige: Charity and Cultural Philanthropy in Chicago, 1849-
1929; and Lady Bountiful Revisited: Women, Philanthropy, and Power, among other books.



