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Post-Conflict Reconstruction: 

This collection of essays explores the role of women as they participate in both conflict and peacemaking. The essays, 
contributed by scholars and practitioners from around the world, do not look at women as victims or perpetrators, but 
instead examine their behavior in conflict zones and their involvement in conflict how it affects them, how they are 
active participants, and the initiatives they take in intervention, conflict resolution, and peace building. The book thus 
demonstrates remarkable cases of agency, where women were the authors of change. This may happen in a violent 
way, as with female suicide bombers or the Black Widows of Chechnya, or women may actively help to stop conflict 
or participate in peacebuilding activities, as they did in Rwanda or Liberia. The thematically organized chapters cover 
issues of women waging war, women intervening in war, women waging peace, and women sustaining peace, all 
substantiated with case studies and first hand accounts. Women Waging War and Peace will be an essential resource to 
anyone researching conflict processes and women's agency.

"Tremendoulsy rich in cross-national case studies, Women Waging War and Peace critically examines the complex 
agency of girls and women in the contexts of child soldiers, suicide bombers, front-line soldiers, peace negotiators, 
and peacebuilders. By combining primary research, theoretical lenses from various academic disciplines, and women's 
lived experiences in all their trauma, healing, and triumph, Women Waging Peace and War reinforces the critical need 
for international organizations, non-governmental organizations, and policy leaders to empower women. The Institute 
for Conflict Analysis Resolution at George Mason University has provided a tremendous contribution to the fields of 
conflict analysis, peace studies, and women's studies." -Paige Eager, Associate Professor, Hood College. 


