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Tuﬂay a hidden catastrophe looms: the total
failure of advanced civilization. Scientists like
. John Casti fear our intricate, technology-dependent
o society has become a house of cards—overcomplex
j and increasingly vulnerable to sudden collapse. If

o

gertain extreme scenarios called “X-Events” hit, the
flow of communication, transportation, electricity,
finance, food, water, and medicine all will cease.
We will reenter the Stone Age overnight. . ..

~ JOHN CASTI
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John L. Casti : X-Events. Complexity Overload and the Collapse of Everything before purchasing it in order to

gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised X-Events: Complexity Overload and the Collapse of
Everything:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nothing New HereBy BobJRehash of known subjects. No real
insights. Was hoping for something new. Didn't find it.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
El ProfeExcellent.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Eye-openingBy CamiloThis book was my
introduction to looking at phenomena from a systemic point of view. It'sintroductory-level, but delves with important


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0062088297

concepts. It's actually optimistic about the future, and the optimism sticks.

| am an assiduous reader of John Castis books. He isareal scientific intellectual. Nassim Nicholas Taleb, New Y ork
Times bestselling author of Fooled by RandomnessCasti is at his best in presenting difficult philosophical ideas
enthusiastically and lucidly, and in presenting everyday examplesto illustrate them.New Y ork Times Book ReviewIn
his highly provocative and grippingly readable book, X-Events, author John Casti brilliantly argues that todays
advanced, overly complex societies have grown highly vulnerable to extreme events that will ultimately topple
civilization like a house of cards. Like Nassim Talebs The Black Swan meets Jared Diamonds Collapse, Castis book
provides a much-needed wake-up callsounding a fascinating and frightening warning about civilized societys inability
to recover from a global catastrophe demonstrating how humankind could be blasted back into the Stone Age by a
meteor strike, nuclear apocalypse, worldwide contagion, or any number of unforeseeable X-Events.

| am assiduous reader of John Castis books. Heis area scientific intellectual. (NASSIM NICHOLAS TALEB, author
of The Black Swan)One of Americas greatest pioneers of simulation. (London Times)From the Back CoverA page-
turning exploration of eleven scenarios that may trigger the collapse of the modern worldA renowned systems theorist,
John Casti shows how our world has become impossibly complicated, relying on ever more advanced technology that
is developing at an exponential rate. Yet it isafact of mathematical life that higher and higher levels of complexity
lead to systems that are increasingly fragile and susceptible to sudden, spectacular collapse. Fascinating and chilling,
X-Events provides a provocative tour of the catastrophic outlier scenarios that could quickly send us crashing back to
the preindustrial age: global financial "black swans'; a worldwide crash of the Internet that would halt all
communication; the end of oil; nuclear winter; "nanoplagues’; robot uprisings; electromagnetic pulses; pandemic
viruses, and more. Y ou won't ever look at the world the same way again.About the AuthorAmerican complexity
scientist and systems theoristJohn Casti, is cofounder of The X-Center, a Viennabasedresearch institute focusing on
human-causedextreme events and how to anticipate them. Casti haspublished nearly twenty volumes of academic and
popularscience and received his Ph.D. in mathematics from theUniversity of Southern California. He livesin
Vienna,Austria.



