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Sebastian Maisel : Yezidisin Syria: Identity Building among a Double Minority before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Yezidisin Syria: Identity Building among a Double
Minority:

Yezidisin Syria: Identity Building among a Double Minority traces the development of Y ezidi identity on the margins
of Syrias minority context. This little known group is connected to the communitys main living areain northern Iraq,
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but evolved as a separate identity group in the context of Syrias colonial, national, and revolutionary history. Always
on the bottom of the socio-economic hierarchy, the two sub-groups located in the Kurdagh and the Jezira experience a
period of sociological and theological renewal in their quest for arecognized and protected status in the new Syria. In
this book, Sebastian Maisel transmits and analyzes the Y ezidi perspective on Syrias policies towards ethnic and
religious minorities.

Thisimportant and timely work fills alacunathat has long been felt by students of Y ezidism and others. It offersa
thorough, scholarly, and much-needed account of the current position of the Y ezidisin Syria, their religion, and
historical background. The book makes amajor contribution to Y ezidi studies. (Philip G. Kreyenbroek, Georg-August
University)Thereis still great need for research, especially on aspects of Y ezidism as practiced by different local
communities. Maisels book focuses on identity issues among the Y ezidis in Syria, a double minority group which
constructed two distinct local identities in past decades, but is now moving towards a unified one. Thusthisbook is
very welcome since it contributes to our knowledge of the current situation of the Y ezidi community in Syria. (Khanna
Omarkhali, Georg-August University, Gttingen)About the AuthorSebastian Maisel is associate professor of Arabic and
Middle East studies at Grand Valley State University.



